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For nearly 12 years, Colorado Animal Rescue Express (C.A.R.E.) has been saving wonderful 
dogs and cats from high-kill shelters and abusive neglectful environments.   Since Hurricane 
Harvey in 2017, our focus on the pets in Colorado, the Midwest and tribal lands has spread to 
include Louisiana and Texas.   Teamwork, time, money, flexibility and patience are key to making 
our programs so successful.  Your donations make C.A.R.E.’s work possible and keep our 
innovative services growing and able to face the challenges of pet-overpopulation. 

TRANSPORT:   Moving animals safely from over-crowded shelters to areas with resources saves 
lives.  C.A.R.E. launched as a transport program in June 2007 moving animals weekly from the 
Midwest shelters to Colorado rescue groups.   Since August 2016, C.A.R.E. no longer drives the 
vans, but helps other rescue transporters pay for gas.  Since our inception, we have been 
involved in the life-saving rides of 33,000 dogs and 3,000 cats. 

JAKE’S FUND:  This program started in October 2008 in memory of Jake, a stunning yellow lab 
from a shelter in Arkansas, who passed away from heartworm complications on a transport 
layover going to Colorado.   Jake’s Fund addresses the veterinary issues that small shelters and 
rescues can’t afford and reduces euthanasia.   Through October 2018, 5,500 animals have 
received veterinary care with our Jake’s Fund assistance.  Currently, this program helps roughly 
60 to 70 animals a month.  In looking at our Jake’s Fund kids this year, 29% received routine 
vetting such as vaccines and sterilization, 26% received treatment for illnesses and conditions, 
18% were treated for injuries (usually strays hit by a car or wound care from fights), 17% for 
boarding, grooming, training, special foster needs, etc., 5% for heartworm treatment, and 5% 
for dental issues. 

Watson a Puggle, was surrendered to a local vet after getting caught in a recliner.  His owner 
wanted to euthanize him for losing control of his back legs and becoming incontinent.  The vet 
practice decided to foster him and he has regained some feeling in his back legs and now wags 
his tail.  C.A.R.E. contributes to his continued water therapy and laser treatments.   

Maizy and Myles, two senior dogs from Arkansas, moved to the county shelter after a string of 
bad homes.  We just know info on their last two owners: one struggled with addiction and 
became homeless and the most recent owner went to jail.  These kids lost everything several 
times except for each other.  Pulled by our rescue friends in Arkansas, they received vetting and 
dentals with our Jake’s Fund assistance.  We also helped with temporary boarding in Colorado 
while a foster was secured that would keep them together.  They are now being cared for by a 
terrific rescue in Utah and are thriving.   

Buoy, a sweet senior English Mastiff, found himself struggling in a lake in Oklahoma.  Pulled by a 
caring citizen and a police officer, Buoy landed behind bars at a small shelter.  He was thin, in 
rough shape, and never claimed.  Buoy is now with a great rescue program in Denver, has 
regained some weight, learned a few commands, but hogs the whole couch! 
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SPAY & NEUTER:  In 2009, C.A.R.E. started funding sterilization clinics in low-income, rural and 
Native American communities.  Since then, our program has financed well over 22,000 surgeries 
in these areas that lack affordable and/or accessible veterinary care.  We work hard at educating 
the public on the health and behavioral benefits of having their animals fixed.  Now, we have 
wait lists for future clinics!  C.A.R.E. also tries to subsidize vaccines at these clinics too.  Spay and 
Neuter is the only proven way to reduce pet overpopulation.   

DONATIONS TO NEEDY SHELTERS, RESCUES & FERAL CAT PROGRAMS:  Over the years, 
C.A.R.E. has contributed $230,000 to rural and small shelters and rescues for their veterinary, 
sanitation and repair needs.  In some areas, we also help with the purchase of quality pet food.  
Each year, our commitment to sterilizing feral (community) cats expands.  We actively support 
some extraordinary programs in Colorado, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Kansas that do Trap, 
Neuter, and Release (TNR) year round and have dedicated caregivers for colonies of feral cats.  
This past year, we initiated two programs that alter feral cats on tribal lands. 

HELPING PEOPLE KEEP THEIR PETS:  This program helps owners struggling with medical or 
financial issues keep their pets during difficult times.  Most of our small donations are to senior, 
disabled, or low-income owners.  No donation is made unless referred by a veterinarian or 
another trusted organization.  C.A.R.E. also supports programs that assist the pets of homeless 
owners and pets of owners living in Denver Public Housing projects. 

Each picture on this newsletter is of a wonderful animal that was recently homeless.  Several  
pets were simply abandoned in vacant houses or dumped in a remote location.  Some were 
surrendered to a shelter; some were brought is as strays and never claimed; and some were 
released from horrible puppy mills without ever having a name.  Others lost their family to aging 
or ill owners and nobody stepped forward to take them.  What we do know is that C.A.R.E.  
jumped in to either assist with transport or vet costs so that they could find a happy and safe 
home. 

Winnie’s story is primed for Hollywood!  For more than 10 weeks, Winnie, a beautiful 8-year-old 
Australian Shepherd mix, navigated the mountainous and snowy terrain of Evergreen, CO on her 
own.  After jumping the fence at the pet sitter’s home on March 27th, she took her family, 
strangers, animal rescuers and a professional tracker on a frantic and exhaustive search that 
never stalled.  Suddenly, on June 6th, her owners got a call that she was found in a locked 
building less than a mile from her Denver home with her collar and tags still on.  Winnie walked 
over 30 miles to find her family during this time – sore paws, skinny and weak, the joyous 
reunion was incredible and made the news!  C.A.R.E. assisted with some of the search and 
veterinary expenses for Winnie.  We discovered during our visit when she returned home that 
she had ridden on a C.A.R.E. van in September of 2012 to find rescue and adoption in Denver.  
Winnie’s remarkable story is more than just about survival; it is about the love and bond that 
animals and owners should have for each other.   

For our life-saving work to continue, we need your continued support.  C.A.R.E. is an all-
volunteer organization and there are no salaries and building expenses to be paid.  Please 
donate online at WWW.CARETRANSPORT.ORG or checks can be mailed to C.A.R.E. 5276 S. 
Hanover Way, Englewood CO 80111. 

Again, thank you for being part of our long term mission of love. 

Lisa Mendelsberg, Program Administrator 

 


